
National Environment Magazine runs a monthly essay competition. This month’s topic is Zero 
Waste, which means producing little or no waste. The best essays will be published online. You 
have decided to send in an essay. 

Humans are the only species on the planet that does not live by zero waste principles. 
They should start now.

Michael Jessen (adapted)

You should discuss the statement above and give reasons for the position you take.

In your essay you should discuss:

� the importance of zero waste for the environment
� how possible it is to live zero waste
� effects of the zero waste principles on people’s characters

Give your essay a title. Write around 400 words.
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